COURT OF EXCHEQUER, IRELAND. 



REPORT of the Chief Baron and other Barons of the Court of 
Exchequer in Ireland, on the Memorials of Joseph Macartney and 
William Roberts Steele, late Officers of said Court, for Compensation. 



TO HIS GRACE HUGH DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

W E, the Lord Chief Baron, and the other Barons of His Majesty’s Court 
of Exchequer in Ireland, having taken into our consideration the Memorials 
of Joseph Macartney, late clerk of the Report.s, and of William Roberts Steele, 
late one of the clerks in the Register’s Office at the Equity side of the said Court, 
Do submit to Your Elxcellency this our Report thereon : 

By an Act of Parliament of the fourth year of the reign of His present 
Majesty, chapter seventy, intituled, “ An Act for the better Administration of Justice 
“ in the Equity side of the Court of Exchequer in Ireland,” it was by the thirty-fifth 
section thereof enacted, “ That the said Court should report to the Lord Lieute- 
“ nant, or other Chief Governors of Ireland for the time being, whether, in their 
“ opinion, any and what compensation ought to be made to any their present 
“ Officer or Officers at the Equity side of tlie said Court, and on what ground, 
“ for any loss which be sustained by such Officer or Officers in consequence of 
“ the said Act, or the provisions therein contained, and that a copy of such 
“ Report should be laid before both Houses of Parliament immediately after the 
“ commencement of the then next Sessions of Parliament.” 

And the said Joseph Macartney and William Roberts Steele having respectively 
presented Memorials to us, praying that we should take their cases into considera- 
tion, and report what compensation they ought in our opinion respectively to 
have, in consequence of the said Act, and the provisions thereof, and the losses 
respectively sustained by them in consequence of the loss of their respective 
offices, we beg leave to state to Your Grace that we have given the subject of said 
Memorials our best consideration, after hearing the merits thereof discussed in open 
Court, due notice thereof been given to the Law Officers of the Crown ; and that 
it appears to us that the said Joseph Macartney was, by Letters Patent under the 
Great Seal of Ireland, bearing date the 25th day of January 1825, appointed to 
the said office of Clerk of the Reports at a salary of One hundred and twenty 
pounds yearly, payable at His Majesty’s Treasury in Ireland, and that he conti- 
nued to perform the duties incident to said office and to receive such yearly 
salaiy from thence until the passing of said Act by which said office was 
abolished. 
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And it further appears to us, That the said William Roberts Steele was, by deed 
executed by Lord Maryborough, then acting Chief Remembrancer of said Court, 
bearing date the I3th day of January 1810, appointed to the office of Clerk in 
the Register’s Office, vacant by the death of Thomas Brown who bad previously 
held the same, and that at the time of said appointment Joseph Price was also 
a Clerk in the said Register’s Office, (the duties whereof had always theretofore 
been executed by two persons,) under a deed executed to him by said Lord 
Maryborough, and that the said William Roberts Steele continued from thence 
with the said Joseph Price, and afterwards with George James Baldwin, (who was 
appointed to the office so held by said Price on his removal,) to execute the 
duties of said office, and to receive the fees payable to him thereout until the 
passing of the said Act, by which the said office so held by the said William 
Roberts Steele, and the fees payable thereout were abolished, and the duties 
theretofore performed by the said William Roberts Steele in said Register’s 
Office were transferred to other officers and departments of the said Court. 

That the fees so payable to and received by the said William Roberts Steele 
as such Clerk in the Register’s Office, amounted, as appears by a Schedule or 
Table annexed to his Memorial, and which has been verified by oath before us, 
produced an annual average income of Two hundred and five pounds one shilling, 
for the seven years, commencing at the year 1815, and ending at the year 1821, 
which sum in our humble judgment may be fairly considered as the annual value 
of the said office, without regard to any probable increase of emolument from 
increase of business or otherwise. 

And inasmuch as the said Joseph Macartney and William Roberts Steele, the 
two Memorialists, were deprived of their said offices by said Act, not from any 
default of theirs, but for the advantage of the Public, it appears to us that the 
annual sum of One hundred and eleven pounds sixteen shillings and fourpence, 
being equal to the sum of One hundred and twenty pounds Irish currency, to the 
said Joseph Macartney for his life, and the annual sum of One hundred and 
eighty-nine pounds five shillings and sevenpence, being equal to the sum of Two 
hundred and five pounds one shilling Irish currency, to the said William Roberts 
Steele for his life, would be a reasonable compensation to each of them for their 
losses respectively, in consequence of the said Act. And we further humbly 
submit, that such annual sums should commence from the 1st day of August 1823, 
being the time when the said Act came into operation. 

All which we humbly submit as our Report; and pray, That Your 
Grace may direct that copies of the same be laid before both Houses 
of Parliament. 

S. O’GRADY. 

W. C. SMITH. 

RICHARD PENNEFATHER. 

Court of Exchequer, 

30th January 1830. 



Dublin Castle, 

February 1830. 

W. Gregory. 
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